[Utility of polymerase chain reaction for diagnosis of tuberculous pleural effusion].
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assay to detect Mycobacterium tuberculosis was done on 14 pleural fluid samples. Eight samples were from patients with pleural effusions suspected to be tuberculous that were smear-negative and culture-negative for acid-fast bacilli, and six samples were from patients with malignant effusions. The DNA extracted from samples was amplified with two different pairs of primers of the 123-bp and the 383-bp target DNAs of the bacilli. Mycobacterial DNA was detected in all eight samples of effusions suspected to be tuberculous, but it was not detected in any malignant effusions. We conclude that PCR assay may be useful for the rapid diagnosis of tuberculous pleural effusions that are smear-negative and culture-negative.